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Lord Death continues his 'thinking out loud* and
roars this Truth which has been an inspiration even
for Sri Bhagavan Vyasa. In fact Kathopanishad
seems to have been the main inspiration for Bhagavan
Vyasa to produce the immortal Love-classic, Shrimad
Bhagavath* Later on we shall find many stanzas
lifted up even as such from this Upanishad by the
philosopher-poet in his greatest work of literature
and wisdom, Shrimad Bhagavat Gita. The present
stanza re-echoes in the Gita: "Manushyanam
Sahasreshu" etc.*

It is indeed a well accepted fact in all the Indian
schools of philosophy that the higher themes of trans-
cendental contemplation are prescribed only for a
select few who have come up to the required evolu-
tionary progress in the inner instruments of thought
and feeling. This does not mean to claim that
Brahma Vidya is a secret knowledge to be preserved
in air-tight tombs in a dark corner of some dilapidated
temple, and that the Brahmin priests should sit guard-
ing over it like wandering ghosts that guard their
treasures secreted away under some jungle tree. Nor
does it mean that like a dog guarding with a vengeance
a hay-stack the priests should bark at innocent and
starving cows that come to enjoy the fund of Know-
ledge piled up in the Upanishads. Whatever be the .
wise-looking quotations the present-day Pundits may
bring forth to establish the monopoly of knowledge
to a special class or people, it shall all be a blasphemy

* Refer Swasagi's Coiomeataiy on "G&*~ (Ck 7, SL 3).